
School Guide to the

Annual PE and Sport Survey

2009/10
Content

21.
About the survey


2.
Step-by-step guide to completing the survey
4
Step 1:  What you need to do
4
Step 2: Where you get your questionnaire
4
Step 3: Get to know the questions
4
Step 4: Collect and collate your data
5
Step 5: Fill in the questionnaire and submit your answers
6
Further information and assistance
7
Survey results
7
Activemark, Sportsmark and Partnership Awards
8
3. 
Definitions of key terms used in the questionnaire
9
4.
Validation exercise
13


1. About the survey
Each year the Department for Children, Schools and Families (DCSF) and the Department for Culture Media and Sport (DCMS) conduct a survey among all schools involved in the School Sport Partnership programme.  

The purpose of this survey is to help you, your partnership and the Government evaluate progress towards meeting the aims of the PE and Sport Strategy for Young People.   The results of the survey will help us show the difference the School Sport Partnerships programme is making and help us secure continued funding. The survey forms part of your partnership’s contractual agreement by which it receives funding from the Government.  

The survey is managed by TNS-BMRB, an independent research company. TNS-BMRB is responsible for managing the data collection process, analysing the data you submit and producing survey results.  

Each school is responsible for completing the questionnaire accurately and submitting their answers to TNS-BMRB on time. Once submitted, answers cannot be changed so please ensure you fill out the survey correctly. Your Partnership Development Manager (PDM) will work with you to help complete the survey.  PDMs and schools should liaise with each other throughout the survey process. 
In the past you were given the choice to complete the survey either on paper or online. In the 2008/09 survey 95% of schools completed the survey online. For the 2009/10 survey it has been decided that schools should no longer be given the option of submitting the survey data on paper. Paper copies of the documentation are still being sent out to help briefings and to compile the data prior to online submission but unless your PDM has given you different instructions your questionnaire must be submitted online this year.
This year we have also changed the questionnaire so that many questions are split by gender. Most questions are now split to ask for the number of boys and girls separately, with the exception of Q5, Q9 and Q10. This change reflects an important policy need to measure any differences in the uptake of PE and school sport between girls and boys. This will help schools and partnerships to assess their strengths and weaknesses and address any gender issues.
To help you collect data by gender we have developed with the help of some PDMs, a data collection spreadsheet that you can download from the survey website: www.tnsinfo.com/sportsurvey. This has been provided as an example of best practice for data collection. You do not have to use this spreadsheet and you are welcome to use an alternative method you have used previously if you find this easier.  
You have until the 1st July 2010 to complete the online questionnaire. After this date your results will not be processed. 

We have outlined in this document what you need to do to participate and have provided guidance and useful information to make your participation easier.

You should find all the information you need to complete the survey in this guide:
· Please refer to Section 2: A step-by-step guide to completing the survey to find out what you need to do and when you need to do it.  

· It is essential that you submit the correct information and Section 3: Definitions of the key terms used in the questionnaire helps you do this by explaining what the terms mean and what should and should not be reported.  

· TNS-BMRB is required to check the quality of the survey process and the accuracy of the information you submit.  They will conduct a validation exercise to check the accuracy of data that have been submitted at a number of randomly selected schools.  Section 4: Validation exercise explains what TNS-BMRB will do and what you should do to make sure that you are prepared in the event that you are selected.
2. Step-by-step guide to completing the survey

Step 1:  What you need to do

You need to complete a questionnaire and submit your data online to TNS-BMRB within the survey deadline.  Please speak to your Partnership Development Manager (PDM) before submitting your results as he may want to review your data before submission. Your PDM may ask you to complete a paper version of the questionnaire and return this to them to complete online. We are happy for you to do this. Equally if you do not have access to the internet or are not able to complete the survey online, your PDM can complete the online questionnaire on your behalf. 
Step 2: Where you get your questionnaire

Your PDM should have given you a paper copy of the questionnaire with your school details pre-printed on the front page.  These details include a School URN and a Partnership URN.  These numbers are extremely important as they are the unique identifiers that enable TNS-BMRB to correctly identify your school.  Without these URNs, your questionnaire cannot be processed.  
If you have not received your questionnaire please contact your PDM.

Please check that information about your school is correct.  If it is not please contact your PDM immediately and they will arrange to have your details amended.
If you have spoiled your questionnaire and need a new one, you can download a blank questionnaire from the survey website: www.tnsinfo.com/sportsurvey.  If you do download a questionnaire however, you must make sure that you record and use the correct URNs.  You should use the URNs from your pre-printed questionnaire.  If you are in any doubt, you can check your URNs with your PDM.

Step 3: Get to know the questions

The questionnaire lists all the questions you are required to answer. The Definitions section in this guide (Section 3) will help you understand the terms used in the question and help clarify what should and should not be reported.
The new content in this year’s survey is as follows: 
· Gender split - For every question except questions 5, 9 and 10 we are now asking you to enter data separately for girls and boys.
· To help you collect data separately for boys and girls, we have provided a data collection spreadsheet which you can download from the survey website. 

· As this is a major change we have kept everything else in the questionnaire the same or similar to last year. 

Step 4: Collect and collate your data

It is very important that the questionnaire is completed accurately.  There are many sources of information you could use to answer the questions.  We have provided below some suggestions of where you could go to collect the information for the different questions. It is very important that you keep written evidence of the source of your answers. If you are chosen to be part of the validation exercise, TNS-BMRB will require you to provide written evidence for the results you have submitted.

Suggested sources of information:

	Question 1
	· Look at timetables and weekly or medium-term class plans

	Question 1b
	· Look at registers and timetables for sports-related GCSE, A-Level or other relevant courses.

	Question 2



	· Look at pupil records of their involvement in a typical week

· Carry out a survey of pupils’ participation in PE and out of hours school sport – either on paper or through a show of hands

· Ask PE teachers and school sport club leaders to collect the information on their registers for one week

	Question 3



	· Look at registers for school sport

· Look at pupil logs

· Ask for a show of hands in class

	Question 4 
Question 7
	· Look at lists for teams/squads/individuals that compete on a regular basis 

· Look at PE department registers

· Ask for a show of hands in class

	Question 6


	· Look at team and squad lists

· Look at PE department registers

· Look at pupil logs

· Ask for a show of hands in class

· Ask PE teachers to provide a list

	Question 8 Question 9
	· Look at medium term curriculum plans for the school

· Look at the list of clubs and activities offered

· Look at the list of  community sports linked to the school

	Question 10



	· Look at registers

· Look at membership lists for clubs

· Look at pupil logs

· Ask for a show of hands in class

	Question 11
	· Look at school registers of gifted and talented pupils

	Question 12
	· Look at registers

· Look at pupil logs or diaries

· Ask for a show of hands in class

· Ask PE teachers to provide a list


On the survey website you will find an example of a data collection spreadsheet which you might find helpful for Step 4. You can download this sheet to help you collect and record your answers. This sheet will help you collate data for girls and boys separately.
It is important to stress at this stage that many of the questions ask you to specify the number of pupils who meet certain criteria.  In such questions each pupil should only be counted once.  For example, Question 10 asks about the number of pupils who have participated in one or more community sports, dance or multi-skill clubs with links to the school during this academic year.  Even if a pupil has participated in two different clubs with links to the school they should only be counted once.  Please check carefully that for all questions the number of girls or boys in any year that you write in never exceeds the total number of female or male pupils you have in that year group.

Step 5: Fill in the questionnaire and submit your answers

You will find the online version of the questionnaire on the survey website: www.tnsinfo.com/sportsurvey.  The online questionnaire is easy to use and very quick to complete.  
Unless your PDM has given you different instructions you are now required to submit your data online. 

Here are the different steps to follow to submit your answers online: Log on

When you have collected and compiled the information, you will need to go to the survey website www.tnsinfo.com/sportsurvey and log onto the online questionnaire.  To log on you will need your School URN (6 digits) and your Partnership URN (8 digits).  These numbers are on the pre-printed questionnaire you have received.  If you do not have these numbers, your PDM will be able to help you.
· Select the ‘I am a school, PDM or FESCo filling in the survey’ box

This option will allow you to close the questionnaire and return to it several times. The ‘I am a PDM editing a school’s survey’ box is only to be used by the PDM when editing a completed questionnaire. 
· Check school name

After you have logged on you will be asked to confirm the name of your school.  If this school name is correct, select “yes” and you will continue with the questionnaire.  

If the school name is misspelled, please answer “yes” to the school name and continue with the questionnaire but please also contact TNS-BMRB to advise them of the mistake.  TNS-BMRB will correct the name so that when your results are produced, the correct spelling will be used. 

If the school name is wrong, you should answer “no” to the school name.  If you ignore this and select “yes” to the wrong name, you would be recording your data against the wrong school, which would cause problems for you and for the other school.  When you select “no”, you will be asked to contact TNS-BMRB (a phone number will be given on the screen).  TNS-BMRB will investigate the problem and provide you with the correct URNs.

· Enter the number of pupils

Please take care to enter the correct number of pupils against the correct year group by gender group.  If there are no pupils in a year, you should enter 0 for both girls and boys.  For the remainder of the questionnaire, you will only be asked to enter data for the relevant year groups. 
If you are a single sex school you should enter 0 for all year groups for either girls or boys at the first question. For the remainder of the questionnaire, you will only be asked to enter data for the relevant gender.
· Progress through the questionnaire

You do not have to enter all your data at one time: if you wish, you can stop, close the questionnaire and return to it several times.  As you progress through the questionnaire, any questions you have completed will automatically be saved.

You can move forwards and backwards in the questionnaire by clicking on the >> and << buttons at the bottom of each page.  To go forward onto the next question, you will need to have fully completed the question on the current page.  If you try to move onto the next question but have not completed the current question, you will be prompted to review and complete your answers.

· Helpful prompts on the online questionnaire

You will see that on the online questionnaire some words are underlined.  If you click on the underlined term, it will provide you with a definition for that term. 

· Submit your data

At the end of the questionnaire, you will see a page that tells you that this is the last opportunity to review your answers before you submit them.  Please make sure that you have checked your answers and are satisfied that they are correct.  Remember that you can go in and out of the questionnaire and move back and forth through the questionnaire and so you can check and if necessary change data as many times as you need to before you submit your data.  When you are satisfied that all is in order, you should press the >> submit button.
Before you press the submit button you should read the statement on screen. Pressing the submit button confirms that you are happy with the information you have entered and that everything is accurate and up to date to best of your knowledge. If you submit your questionnaire on paper to your PDM you should read the information in the box at the end of the questionnaire and sign it. This is to confirm that you are happy with the information you have entered on the questionnaire. 
Please note that once your information has been submitted to TNS-BMRB you will not be able to change your answers.
· Deadline

The deadline for submitting your online questionnaire is 1st July 2010. In previous years there have been different deadlines for completing the questionnaire online and on paper. This year the questionnaire can only be completed online. All questionnaires must be submitted by 1st July 2010.
· Proof of submission

Within a few hours of submitting your data online, you will be able to revisit the website to print and save a copy of the questionnaire containing all the answers you have submitted.  This document can be used as evidence of the data you have sent online to TNS-BMRB.  To access the document, go to the survey website and select ‘Access the data you have submitted online’
.  TNS-BMRB will update the site several times each working day so you should not have to wait any more than a few hours to access the document.  
Please note that very occasionally, local network problems can mean that pages are slow to load.  Also, if you have a pop-up blocker installed you may have to deactivate this.
Further information and assistance
If you do have any problems that prevent you from participating or are unclear about any issue connected with the survey, please contact your PDM who will be able to give you advice.  Your PDM has been asked to help manage the process of distributing the questionnaires to schools and ensuring schools participate in the survey.  They will also be able to give you advice on how best to collect the information needed to answer each question and may be able to provide assistance with web-based queries.  TNS-BMRB will work with your PDM to chase missing data and help with problems.  Your PDM is the link between you and TNS-BMRB and so they should be contacted in the first instance if you have any problems. 
Survey results

The national results are published and made available to the public. Each PDM will have access to a draft report that details the results of their partnership and the results for each of the schools in their partnership on the survey website shortly after the survey will close.  They will also receive a partnership report with the results of their partnership in relation to the national results in September. Your PDM will share these reports with you.  The national report will be published in September. 

Sportsmark Award

The Activemark, Sportsmark and Partnership Awards were reviewed during 2008-09 and were not awarded for 2009.  During this academic year, a consultation has been carried out with representatives of the network and wider partners to determine a revised set of criteria for the Award that embraces the Success Measures associated with the five hour offer.

Following this consultation, it has been agreed that the Award for 2010 will be called the Sportsmark Award for all schools and there will be three levels: Bronze; Silver; and Gold.  The Award will be based on schools’ performance in the following aspects of the PE and School Sport Strategy for Young People, as measured by the PE and Sport Survey:

· Two hours curriculum PE

· Three hours PE and school sport

· Leadership and volunteering

· School Club links

· Regularity of intra school competition

· Regularity of inter school competition

Schools will be considered for the Award automatically upon successful completion of the PE and Sport Survey.  Once the survey results are known, TNS-BMRB will develop a matrix based on schools’ performance above the national average in these key areas.  This will enable the level of award to be determined.  The Award criteria will vary for primary, secondary and special schools to reflect differences in national average by phase. It is expected that the awards will be announced early in the autumn term, after the survey results have been published.

3. 
Definitions of key terms used in the questionnaire
Key terms are presented in order of appearance in the questionnaire.  The relevant question numbers are clearly labelled.
Academic year





  

The current academic year starts in September 2009 and ends in August 2010. You can therefore include activities planned for the summer 2010 holiday period.

Question 1

All pupils 







            

Provision for all pupils is the minimum time allocation for every pupil – regardless of age, gender, disability, ability, religion or ethnicity – in a typical week. This includes lessons that all pupils in a year group participate in at some time of the year (e.g. if a school offers dance to all pupils in rotation over a year, this counts as provision for all pupils in a typical week). 

It does not include PE lessons that are only provided for some pupils in a year group.  GCSE PE or GCSE Dance when taken as an option should not be included when you are reporting for ‘All pupils’ as they do not involve all pupils in the year group. 

Curriculum time 






            

The total time provided for PE lessons during the school day (beginning after morning registration). This includes changing time but not travelling time. It does not include time provided at break and lunchtimes. Schools with a two-week or ten-day timetable should add the curriculum time over one complete cycle of the timetable and divide by 2.

PE 








    

The planned teaching and learning programme in curriculum time that meets the requirements of the national curriculum for physical education. This includes GCSE PE and GCSE Dance.

Typical week 







        

A week in which there is minimal disruption to school timetables and plans as a result of activities weeks, poor weather, exams and tests, plays, visits or concerts. In a typical week, pupils are familiar with the timetable and pattern of the day.

Year group 
           

           

This is the number of pupils in a single year group.  If you have mixed age classes, you must collect information for the pupils in each year group separately.  The survey will only allow you to answer by individual year group, not by mixed class year group.

You will see that for some questions, not all year groups are listed.  Some questions apply only to a selection of year groups, rather than all year groups in the school.  Nursery years are not listed at all because they are not part of the strategy that is being measured by this survey.  Please only record information for the year groups listed at each question.
· Wake & Shake type activities can be included as they as they are timetabled, happen on a regular basis and schools can evidence activities. 

Question 2

High quality PE and out of hours school sport 


            

This produces young people with the skills, understanding, desire and commitment to continue to improve and achieve in a range of PE, sport and health-enhancing physical activities, in line with their abilities, as set out in the ‘High Quality PE and Sport for Young People’ guide. 

Out of hours 







            

Before school, at break time, at lunchtime, after school, in the evenings or at weekends.

School sport 







        

Includes any activity that requires physical skilfulness and is part of the school’s planned formal, semi-formal, supervised or led provision. School sport typically takes place out of hours and/or at lunch or break times.
· For informal activity at break and lunchtimes especially within primary schools, schools need to prove what is happening and that informal playtime is structured rather than equipment being purely handed out. 

Question 3

Intra-school competitive activities 



            

Events in which pupils from the same school compete against each other and all school based extra curricular training and club activities where pupils are preparing and practicing for competition. Common events include inter-house or inter-form tournaments or leagues in sports such as netball, tennis and gymnastics; swimming/aquatic galas; club and team practices where pupils are practicing to take part in inter-school matches; and clubs with open access for games such as badminton and basketball. Intra-school competitive activities do not include clubs without competition, such as aerobics and dance clubs.

Intra-school competitive activities do not include school sports days.
· Structured competitive activities at the end of each block of working during curriculum time can be included as long as it is meaningful and of high quality. Competitive activities have not happened by chance and are planned into the block of teaching.

Question 4

Regular intra-school competition 



            

Regular intra-school competitions are those with formats that allow for sustained involvement (e.g. leagues, ladders etc) rather than one-off events. A Key Stage 2 pupil is deemed to be regularly participating in intra-school competition when they have competed on 3 or more occasions during the academic year. A Key Stage 3 or 4 pupil is deemed to be regularly participating in intra-school competition when they have competed on 12 or more occasions during the academic year.  (NB: A central venue league counts as one competitive opportunity each time the event is staged).
Note: Pupils in Key Stage 1 do not need to be included in this question. The competitive experience most appropriate to them which is in line with the National Competition Framework is ‘an annual multi-skill festival on the school site’ which is covered in Question 3.
· Similar to the above, regular opportunities have to be of high quality and planned/ Schools must be able to show evidence of how activities are planned. 

Question 5
School sports day or equivalent event 



            

A single event or series of events that is open to all pupils in the school or to specific year groups. These events take place on pre-arranged days, either during the school day (with the timetable suspended) or after school. A traditional school sports day is based on athletic activities and gives pupils opportunities to compete against each other. It involves the whole school, or particular year groups from the school, and is often run on an inter-house or inter-form basis. In many schools, traditional athletic events are supplemented by activities such as obstacle courses, skill tests and games. 


An equivalent event gives pupils the opportunity to join with others in a festival that celebrates physical skill and excellence, and enables schools to share their pupils’ work and achievements. Some of the activities in these events will be competitive, including multiple sports and activities or a single sport or activity. Others will promote collaboration, teamwork, creativity and performances to be shared with others. Events that qualify include:

· festivals of sport (e.g. TOP Link, central venue league organised fully or in part by the partnership, or a dance festival for children from the partnership) 

· dance/cultural activity festivals
Question 6
Inter-school competition 





            

A sporting event or fixture where pupils from two or more schools compete against each other. Pupils are usually selected by their school to compete as individuals or as part of a team. Common examples include matches in sports such as basketball, hockey and cricket; district athletics championships; cross country championships; area swimming/aquatic galas; and 5-a-side football tournaments.

Question 7

Regular inter-school competition 






 

Regular inter-school competitions are those with formats that allow for sustained involvement (e.g. leagues, ladders etc) rather than one-off events. A Key Stage 2 pupil is deemed to be regularly participating in inter-school competition when they have competed on 3 or more occasions during the academic year. A Key Stage 3 or 4 pupil is deemed to be regularly participating in inter-school competition when they have competed on 9 or more occasions during the academic year. (NB: A central venue league counts as one competitive opportunity each time the event is staged).
Note: Pupils in Key Stage 1 do not need to be included in this question. The competitive experience most appropriate to them which is in line with the National Competition Framework is ‘an annual multi-skill festival on the school site’ which is covered in Question 6.

Question 8
Multi-skill clubs 






 

Clubs set up under PESSYP that use a variety of approaches and contexts to help children develop physical skills (co-ordination, movement, thinking, body awareness) from a broad and appropriate development vocabulary. Please include any sports offered to boys, girls or both.  If a sport is offered to both but only boys/girls take it up it would still count as being offered to both.
Question 9
Links 







                  

A school has links with a club when pupils are actively guided towards club activities, either in a quality assured setting at the club itself or on the school premises. Links with any types of club can be included (community, volunteer, professional clubs). Activities on the school premises would include regular coaching sessions and out-of-hours clubs organised by the club’s coaches, but would not include one-off ‘taster’ sessions.

Pupils have to be actively participating with the club that has links to the school: it is not enough for the school simply to promote/advertise the club, as set out in the ‘School-club links’ guide.
· If a local sports coach/leader is delivering an after school club, only tick yes if they have a link to a local community club which young people can access. 

Question 10
Community sports, dance or multi-skill clubs 


            

These cover: 

· sports and dance clubs with which the school has links

· multi-skill clubs being set up under PESSYP
· Local authority provided Learn to Swim / Swimming Development Programmes (AquaMark), which actively feed swimmers to Swim 21 clubs.
· Participation on the school premises, at the club itself, or anywhere else where the club offers activities.
· Activities must be undertaken outside of school hours and has to be a community club, not an activity provided or organised by the school. 

Question 11
Gifted and talented 






            

In PE and school sport, gifted and talented pupils:

· demonstrate exceptionally high-level performance, or have the potential for excellence in national curriculum PE; and/or

· have been identified by, and are included in, a national governing body of sport’s performance programme (e.g. World Class Start/Potential)
Registered 







            

A pupil who is registered as gifted and talented has their name put on a formal record maintained by the school.
· Young people have to be on the schools G&T register for PE & Sport. 

Question 12
Actively involved in sports volunteering and leadership 
          

This includes pupils aged 5–19 years who are:

· Growing their leadership skills through a recognised and accredited sports leadership training course e.g. yoUR Leaders, a sports leader award course run by Sports Leaders UK; Young Leaders Award (KS2-3), Level 1 and Level 2 award in sports leadership, the Young Arts Leader Award with dance as the major subject, any other sports leadership awards on the National Qualifications Framework or any other awards where leadership training takes place through sport.

· Participating in a leadership development opportunity appropriate to their age and development needs.

· Using leadership skills in deployment as an active volunteer who supports the school and community workforce in delivery of PE and sport opportunities.

· Taking part in the volunteering elements of Step into Sport at Step ON, IN and OUT in school and community in roles such as Coach/Official/Event Volunteer/ Team Manager/Sports Admin/IT & Media.

· Organising and supporting School Sport; 

· In Primary, Secondary and Special schools. Supporting the delivery of Festivals of Sport including Sports Days, helping out as a young leader at out-of-hours clubs (during breaks or before/after school), supporting intra and inter school competitions and the work of Competition Managers, supporting holiday programmes, informal and playground activity etc.  This can include pupils who help with warm-up and cool-down sessions if they are also involved in coaching in the session itself – helping solely with warming up and cooling down is not sufficient. 

· Organising and supporting Community sport;

· Community Volunteer placement in sports clubs and other community organisations settings through sport – i.e. youth groups, uniform groups etc.

· Using Leadership Skills and deployed as volunteers in Events e.g. School Sport Partnership and local Sporting Events i.e. Race for Life etc, UK School Games and sport-specific national sporting events.

· Undertaking sports volunteering in community sports clubs outside of formal programmes like Step into Sport
· All forms of leadership included as in guidance notes – also active playground leaders / primary buddy systems / equipment monitors / assistance in PE lessons (i.e. Sport Education – schools will need to provide evidence.)

A copy of this guide, a copy of the paper questionnaire, access to the online questionnaire and proof of submission of online data are all available on the dedicated survey website: www.tnsinfo.com/sportsurvey
4.  Validation exercise

What is the validation exercise?

The validation exercise is a quality check on the data that are submitted.  It provides evidence that the questionnaires have been completed accurately and that survey results are robust.  The validation exercise is not an audit of the partnership or the school’s PE & sport activities over the academic year; it is designed solely to gather evidence of the data submitted on the questionnaires.

Who takes part in the validation exercise?

TNS-BMRB randomly selects a number of partnerships and schools to take part in the validation exercise.  TNS-BMRB will conduct the exercise through a series of face-to-face interviews.  The PDM at the selected partnerships and the individual who completed the questionnaire at each of the selected schools will be required to take part.

How will I know if our partnership and our school have been selected?

A member of the TNS-BMRB team will contact the PDM in each of the selected partnerships and let them know that their partnership has been selected.  This contact will be in writing and followed up with a phone call.  TNS-BMRB will have pre-selected 8 schools in the partnership, selecting a combination of secondary level and primary level schools that have completed the survey.  These schools will be listed in the letter to the PDM.
TNS-BMRB will make arrangements via the PDM to visit each of the schools and talk to the person at the school who was responsible for completing the questionnaire. Schools who have not yet submitted their questionnaire can still be selected in this exercise. TNS-BMRB will also arrange an interview with the PDM to discuss the survey process.

What happens at the validation?

When visiting each school, TNS-BMRB will ask the person responsible for completing the questionnaire about the process they used to collect the data.  During this interview, schools are required to provide written evidence for the results they have submitted.  This will provide TNS-BMRB with proof that the data have been accurately collected and reported.  This written evidence might include timetables, registers, evidence of counts or other information.  It is very important that all schools keep written records and that these are made available to TNS-BMRB at the validation visit.  
TNS-BMRB will interview the PDM about the survey process.  TNS-BMRB will discuss with the PDM the data collection and reporting process in their partnership.
When will it take place?

Selected PDMs and schools will be contacted from mid-June and the validation visits will take place from mid-June to mid-July. Schools will be notified at least two weeks in advance before validation takes place; therefore schools who have not yet submitted their survey should use this time to complete it. Each visit to a school will usually take up to half an hour and each PDM interview will typically take up to one hour.  The validation exercise across a partnership will typically be organised to take place over a three-day period.

What happens after the validation?

TNS-BMRB reports the results of the validation to DCSF.  TNS-BMRB will not provide this report to the PDMs or schools.
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� PDMs can also access these documents in the PDM area of the website.
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